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Evolution of responsibilities throughout the semester
I have worked at this company for approximately three months already, and I have to say that my responsibilities have considerably increased since I first started. In the beginning, I was just the new intern that they have to train; I was not given much responsibility then. My duties consisted of observing what others did and then learn from them. However, after the first couple of weeks, my responsibilities started to increase. During Saturdays, for example, I was assigned to work by myself in the sales department. I also had to be the first one to arrive at the company and open the business. It was a great responsibility because if I arrive late, the business will start late as well, and sales wouldn’t start until I arrive. 
At the sales Department, another increase in responsibility was the management of money. I had to be sure I was charging and receiving the right amount of money from customers and recording payments under the proper accounts.  I also had to make sure not to oversell or undersell any product that made me be extremely careful with the inventory. Every hour or so, I would confirm with my supervisor the exact quantity of every product in stock.

When working under accounting, I had to be extremely careful with every single thing. I had to make sure I was not misinterpreting any financial sheets or that I was not miscalculating sums of money. Of course, I was not given much responsibility at first under this department. However, after a while of demonstrating my skills with excel and with the organization of cash and money, in general, they started to allow me to help with the accounting forms and money allocations.   
When working under Production, I had to be careful when recording inventory. If I accidentally misinterpreted inventory, then people at sales could oversell products, and then this would cause problems with customers. Also, under production, I have to be careful when packaging products into master cases or regular cases. For example, every regular case contains 100 packs of a specific product. If I miscalculate and accidentally pack 101 or 99 instead of a 100, the customers would probably return or exchange the whole case. This would necessarily increase shipping costs for the company. 
 
Most valuable opportunity identified during the semester and employer feedback
There were a lot of different opportunities for me during this internship. First, because this is a small company that is still slowly growing, I had the chance to work under various departments, which helped me diversify or expand my understanding of the different areas that are found and needed within a business. I got to learn first-hand how a company is run and the types of decisions that are made within it.
While working on sales, I had the opportunity to work fist had with customers. This gave me an understanding of the importance of customer service for the sustainability of the business. While working at this department, I also got the opportunity to familiarize myself with customers who gave me tips about how to do business with different people. Most of our customers are wholesalers, so they had valuable advice as to how to keep a business-to-business approach.
While working under the accounting department, I got the opportunity to experience what type of accounting decisions a business has to make. I have always been interested in accounting; however, because of my tight schedule with classes, I do not have much room for taking extra accounting electives. This very fact makes me evaluate even more the opportunity to manage the company's books and to learn how everything is administrated.
While working on telemarketing, I had the opportunity to learn about different ways telemarketing can be used for. I had had experience with telemarketing before; as a matter of fact, my current work-study at the university consists of fundraising over the phone, which could be argued it is a type of telemarketing or at least it is similar to it. However, during my internship, I learned that telemarketing is an excellent way to not only market our product but to do market research and get information on how accepted is our product on the market as well. 
All this where opportunities I valuate incredibly, yet the one opportunity I valuate the most at this company is the opportunity to continue to work with them in the future; I am an international student, and as such, I have to attend myself to some rules at this country. One of these rules is that I am not able to work unless it is under CPT (Curricular Practical Training), which allows me to work in the work field up to a year while perusing my major to gain real-life experience, or OPT (Optical Practical Training), which allows me to work in the work fields for a year to gain experience after graduating. But they only provide work authorization for up to a year each. If an international student where to want to work in the US after OPT, then they would need to look for a company willing to sponsor them for a work visa. And this is what this company is offering me; they are offering me the opportunity to not only do my OPT with them but to also sponsor me for the possibility of obtaining a work Visa with them.

Determination of the success of your internship in comparison with your personal goals
I have to admit that not all my goals have been met during this time at the internship, but my expectations were more than exceeded.  When I first began my internship, I had set some goals I was hoping to fulfill at the end of it. However, because of my lack of time and organization as well as boldness, some of them were not met. For example, I had hoped to be able to bring more useful ideas to the company so that they can see me as a future asset for the company. Yet I second guessed myself and did not dare to say many of the ideas I thought could make the company better. Ideas that at the end were thought by someone else and turn out to be successes. Of course, I have learned from this and looking forwards I am expecting to share my ideas even if afraid of they being denied. 
On the other hand, looking at the overall experience at the internship, I can conclude it was a success; as mention earlier my expectations were exceeded. When I first entered at this internship, I thought I was going to be given 

Lessons learned
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